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WESTERN POWER — SMART METER ROLL-OUT 

475. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy:  

I refer to the Economic Regulations Authority’s 2009 performance audit report for Western Power.  

(1) What is the government’s policy on the roll-out of smart meters to Western Australian customers with a 
non-compliant meter? 

(2) Given Western Power has been granted an approval to defer the meter replacement program until 2015, 
when does the minister expect all 320 000 non-compliant direct-connect meters to be replaced? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question.  

(1)–(2) In April 2007, the Council of Australian Governments committed to the roll-out of smart metering for 
main grid connected areas where the benefits outweigh the costs of doing so, taking into account market 
circumstances in each state and territory. The Ministerial Council on Energy commissioned a study that 
indicated potential net benefits of between $4.8 billion and $7.5 billion—20-year net present value—at 
a national level. However, the MCE considered that it was difficult to place a high degree of certainty 
on the level of net benefits estimated for each state and territory. The MCE will review jurisdictional 
pilots and trials in mid-2012, which may inform roll-out decisions.  

It is not commercially prudent to replace non-compliant meters in the south west interconnected system 
with a style of meter that may be overtaken by smart meters in the short to medium term. For this 
reason, Western Power has instituted a trial of smart meters and associated communications technology 
in the eastern metropolitan regional council area of Perth as part of the Perth Solar City program. In 
addition, there is a regional trial in Denmark and Walpole to test the technology in a rural setting. These 
trials are currently underway. The metropolitan trial will finish in 2013 and will be analysed to allow 
Western Power to prepare a business case that will outline the costs, benefits and timing of a wider 
deployment of smart meters and smart grid technology across the SWIS. The backlog of non-compliant 
meters will be addressed in the business case. 

 


